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We are witnessing a time of political effervescence in Europe and beyond;
Romania, as a European State and future member of the family of countries with long
democratic tradition, considers the European Council’s recommendations concerning  the
adoption of the advanced procedures of participative democracy.

Premise of the Forum

In ROMANIA, after 11 years of the Constitution’s adoption  as a result of  a
referendum, it arose the necessity of revising it in a modern and European spirit, in view of
the institutional remodelling and of our political life restructuring.

Two important prerequisites  stood at the base of this endeavour of the entire
Romanian society: the fundamental political objectives of  Euroatlantic integration for
which the citizens of Romania have voted, and the fact that the citizens, as well as the
public opinion or public utility institutions have noticed that there are constitutional
domains which are incompletely formulated, that some constitutional solutions no longer
correspond with the present  and the future of the Romanian society.

The Romanian Parliament has therefore set up a special commision, whose
members are representatives of all political parties.

The task of this commision is to draw up the law project of Revision of the
Constitution. However, this subject had such a great political impact, generally speaking
too great to be debated by the political environment only, and particularly by the political
parties.
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The Concept of the Forum

An bright idea arose and it came true through the decision of the Chamber of
Deputies dated 28 May 2002, the birth of the Constitutonal Forum, which was run by the
Chamber of Deputies in partnership with the Civil Society, as an institutionalized structure
for dialogue and debate concerning the Constitution Revision themes.

As a debate forum with national character, the Constitutional Forum represented
the practical participative democracy concept, as well as a premiere in Romania, inspired
by the European citizen’s consulting practice where fundamental political decisions are
concerned1.  Just as the initiator 2 points out, “ None of the earlier Constitutions of
Romania was based on a maximal democratic transparency in the debate and decision over
the constitutional texts, not even the Constitution from 1991, even if the latter was adopted
by national referendum. The first Constitutions were adopted under conditions such as the
existence of the census vote, discrimination concerning the political rights, a totalitary
regime.... Today, all Romanian citizens have the capacity and the right to express their
beliefs and political interests, which makes their participation at the debate over the
Revision of the Constitution both necessary and precious, as an act of democratic
maturity”.

Even if the  valid constitutional texts stipulate that only the referendum is a way for
the citizens to participate, the organizers of the Constitutional Forum believe it essential
that the citizens should participate at the debate concerning the Revision solutions.

Development

During July - October 2002, the Constitutional Forum held an inaugural
conference and work sessions in the main Romanian cities (Cluj, Timisoara, Iasi ,
Craiova), work-shops for the components of Civil Society, work-shops with specialized
topics for every legislative domain, other consulting programs based on written materials
took place.

The public opinion was informed by means of posters and the personalized logo.
The participants who expressed their opinions were NGOs representatives , academic and
mass media  personalities, political analists.

All debates were very well reflected in the mass media. At the end of the debates a
report of the Constitutional Forum was drafted,  as synthesis of the opinions of Civil
Society regarding the Constitution  Revision themes. The report was published  and put at
the disposal of all the State institutions.

                                                          
1 Debate over the Future of Europe, took place in France between april and november 2001
2 Mr. Bogdan Niculescu Duvaz, MP



3

Electronic Forum

The novel element brought by the Constitutional Forum was the introduction of
the electronic dimension as a possibility and instrument for the citizens of expressing their
opinions. The site www.forumconstitutional.ro , together with the on-line forum for
debates have offered a new, atractive and modern  frame which corresponds with the
modern communication requests. Practically, the number of people who chose the
electronic connection to express their opinions and participate at the debates was  bigger
than the number of those who preffered to write down and hand over their opinions
regarding the Revision of the Constitution (over 40.000 people visited the site and over
20.000 sent their answers by post).

Results

The success of the Constitutional Forum has a triple significance:
- the interest of  the Romanian public opinion to be informed and to take part into the

“life of the castle”; 
- the possibility of participation at  debates regarding the themes of civil and political

interest for the largest number of citizens -fact which launched the discussion on the so
called “electronical democracy”-

- improvement of the public perception regarding the legislative force’s open attitude
towards the citizens, it’s flexibility and adaptability to modern techniques of
communication and the fact that more than half of the proposals which came from the
citizens were considered in the law project drafted by the Parliamentary Commision3.

Carrying on these results, it is intended to go on maintaining the partnership
between the Chamber of Deputies and the Civil Society, through a large dialogue for
an area of issues  as large as possible, from domains that concern  home policies  up
to the community’s aquis.(“acquis communautaire”)
    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
~ ~

                                                          
3 The Law Project regarding the revision of the Constitution was elaborated in march 2003
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